


Mullion Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 May 2023 at 7.00pm in The Centenary Room, Methodist Chapel, Churchtown, Mullion


Councillors Present


A Gilbert 				L Skeites	
M Rowse				R Willey
L Higgins				K Wilson (Chair)		
							
					
				

Five members of the public, including Cornwall Councillor Anthony Soady, also attended the meeting.

The Clerk opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

1. 	Election of a Chairman

Councillor M Rowse nominated Councillor K Wilson as Chair, which was seconded by Councillor Mrs L Skeites and unanimously agreed.

The Chair accepted the position and signed the Acceptance of Office form.  

2.	Election of a Vice-Chairman

The Chair asked for nominations for the election of a Vice Chairman.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Skeites, seconded by Councillor M Rowse and unanimously RESOLVED to appoint Councillor J Pascoe to the position.

As Councillor J Pascoe was not in attendance, it was agreed to ratify this decision at the next meeting.

3.	Public Session

Several residents from Mullion Cove attended the meeting to advise the Parish Council of the ongoing Planning Enforcement issue at Mill Wheel, Mullion Cove.  Cornwall Councillor A Soady was involved and it was hoped that he could move things along.

Two members of the public then left the meeting.

4.	Absence

Councillor J Pascoe had submitted his apologies to the meeting.

5.	Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Skeites, seconded by Councillor M Rowse and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18 April 2023 be approved as a true record and was duly signed by the Chairman.

6.	Declarations of Interest

None.

7.	Planning

Following consideration by the Councillors of the Planning Applications received from Cornwall Council, the following decisions were made:

PA23/03528 – Vos Brea, Laflouder Fields – Proposed porch to front and extension to rear

There were no comments online.

It was proposed by Councillor A Gilbert, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Skeites and RESOLVED to support this application.

The following decisions were made by Cornwall Council:-

PA23/01051 - Former Half Tides, Laflouder Lane – ‘Replacement of the existing main house and the holiday cottage with a new main dwelling and holiday accommodation' with variation of condition 2 of decision PA16/04222 dated 20/09/2016 – Approved

PA23/01855 - Polurrian Hotel, Polurrian Road - Demolition of defective retaining structure and bin store. Construction of new garage and bin store - Approved

8.	Report from Cornwall Councillor A Soady 

Cornwall Councillor Anthony Soady had recently met with the new Highways Manager for this area, Mr Andy Hosking.  The new Highways Steward had been conformed at Matthew Green.

He had held at surgery with PCSO Berry on Friday at the Village Hall.  The surgeries would continue to take place Bi-Monthly on the second Friday at 10am.

Councillors advised Councillor Soady that they had requested the Riviera Stores planning application to be taken to Planning Committee.  Councillor Soady assured the Council that he would support their decision.

9.	Chairman and Clerks Comments 

The Chairman advised the meeting that she had attended a briefing at RNAS Culdrose, along with Councillor Mrs L Skeites and the Clerk, to learn about the use of unmanned drones at Predannack Airfield.  Safety was the number one priority on the squadron.

The Chairman, Councillor Mrs L Skeites and Councillor M Rowse had visited the primary school to distribute the King’s Coronation Mugs to all of the children.  It was hoped that some photos would be forthcoming from the school in the near future.  Mugs were also give to the nursery and home schooled children in the village.

The Chairman and Councillor M Rowse hosted an information stall at the Volunteers after held at the Chapel.  Unfortunately it was not particularly well attended.

10.	Public Rights of Way

Councillor R Willey stated that first cut of the paths had not been cut particularly well – it was thought that the contractors were very quick.

The barrier at the Willis Vean end of the Trembel Road footpath was causing difficulties with mobility scooter users.  The Chairman would email Councillor Soady with the problem.

11.	Public Open Spaces 

The Mullion in Bloom payments were due for discussion at this meeting.  Councillors had seen the accounts for Mullion in Bloom prior to the meeting.  It was proposed by Councillor M Rowse, seconded by the Chair and RESOLVED to continue with payment of £500 per month with the addition of Mullion in Bloom weeding the Forge Car Park and Cemetery Lane.

Councillor Mrs L Skeites confirmed that the cemetery was in excellent order.

12. 	Highways 

The white lines needed completing at the junction of the A3083 and Meaver Road – the Clerk would report this.

13.	Dispensation for voting of matters relating to the Playing Field as Trustees 

The Clerk advised the meeting that a Dispensation was required to allow the Parish Councillors to discuss and vote on matters relating to St Mellans Park as Trustees.  A Dispensation had been granted to the Parish Councillors previously, but a fresh agreement was required at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.

It was proposed by Councillor R Willey, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Skeites and RESOLVED for the Council to award all Members a dispensation in respect of decisions relating to the St Mellans Park until the day of the Annual Meeting in May 2024.

14.	Insurance Policy 2023-24

It was proposed by Councillor R Willey, seconded by Councillor M Rowse and RESOLVED to accept the insurance quotation from BHIB Insurance Brokers.  

15.	RoSPA Report – St Mellan’s Park

The RoSPA report on the park was discussed and Councillor A Gilbert and his maintenance team would address any issues arising from it.



16.	Car Parks in Mullion

Concerns had been raised by the owners of the Forge Car Park that they were losing business following the change of signage.  Although the car park was now much less busy with long stay parkers, people were no longer stopping to pop into the shop.  

It was suggested the sign be altered to state that the £3 charge was a suggested donation and that a time frame of 3 hours was also added.  A discussion took place between the Councillors and the business owner.

It was proposed by Councillor M Rowse and seconded by the Chair to have “suggested” written under the £3 and “3 hours” under the short stay words.  This proposal received 3 votes.  3 Councillors voted against it and the Chair used her casting vote to support the proposal.  The relevant wording would be added in due course and the outcome of the new wording would be monitored.

There were issues in Tremenhee Car Park with HGV’s, campervans and caravans being parked in there for long periods of time.  Some of the owners were willing to pay a fee to park their larger vehicles.  However, the car park was starting to get very busy and soon there would be no room left for cars and visitors to park.  One solution to the problem would be to install a height barrier at the entrance to only allow cars and small vans into the car park.  As the car park was leased from Cornwall Council, the Clerk would first as their permission and then investigate the possibility of a height barrier being installed.  This would be placed on the agenda for June.

17.	Representative to attend the Community Area Partnership meetings

The Chair agreed to continue to attend these meetings for the time being.

18.	To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for funding 

Cornwall Air Ambulance had sent a letter requesting a donation.  It was proposed by Councillor M Rowse, seconded by Councillor R Willey and RESOLVED to donate £100 to the organisation.  

19.	Annual Accounts to Year End 31 March 2023
		
i)	To complete the Annual Governance Statement for the Year Ending 31 March 2023
	
It was proposed by Councillor R Willey, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Skeites and RESOLVED to complete the Annual Governance Statement.  The Chair signed the relevant section of the audit form.

ii)	To receive and approve the internally audited accounts for the Year Ending 31 March 2023

It was proposed by Councillor R Willey, seconded by Councillor M Rowse and RESOLVED to approve the audited accounts.  The Chair signed the relevant section of the audit form.

	iii)	To appoint an Internal Auditor for 2023-24

It was agreed to appoint Michelle Bowley as the Internal Auditor.

20.	Finance and Accounts

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Skeites, seconded by the Chairman and RESOLVED to confirm the accounts and to pay the invoices.  

21.	Other correspondence received

None.

22.	Co-option of Councillors

Councillors had received the letter of interest from Mrs Jo Birnie.  She spoke at the meeting advising why she wished to stand as a Parish Councillor and was co-opted onto the Council.

23.	Planning Enforcement



The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.27pm.



	

Signed: ……………………………………..		Dated: ……………………..
		Chairman
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