


Mullion Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21 May 2024 at 7.00pm in The Centenary Room, Methodist Chapel, Churchtown, Mullion


Councillors Present


G Atkinson 				Mrs C Rule
A Gilbert 				Mrs L Skeites	
M Rowse				K Wilson (Chair)		
							
					
	

Two members of the public, plus Cornwall Councillor Anthony Soady, also attended the meeting.

The Clerk opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 


1. 	Election of a Chair

Councillor Mrs C Rule nominated Councillor K Wilson as Chair, which was seconded by Councillor Mrs L Skeites and unanimously agreed.

The Chair accepted the position and signed the Acceptance of Office form.  

2.	Election of a Vice-Chair

The Chair asked for nominations for the election of a Vice Chair.  It was proposed by Councillor M Rowse, seconded by Councillor G Atkinson and unanimously RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Mrs C Rule to the position.

The Chair accepted the position and signed the Acceptance of Office form.  

3.	Public Session

Two members of the Polurrian Cove Beach House Trust attended the meeting to advise Councillors that a CIO had been formed with members from Mullion Surf Life Saving Club, the Friends of Polurrian Beach, Polurrian Hotel and the owners of Polbream forming the trustees.  The old life saving hut at Polurrian Beach had now been devolved to the Trust by Cornwall Council and tenders had been sought for the renovation of the existing building.  They hoped to provide an accessible unisex toilet, a lifeguard hut at the front of the building and a storage space at the rear.  An outdoor shower and defibrillator would also be installed.  It was hoped that these works would be completed by the end of the summer.  The Chair thanked them for updating the meeting and for taking on such a valuable village asset.

Two members of the public then left the meeting.

4.	Absence

Councillors J Birnie, J Pascoe and R Willey had submitted their apologies to the meeting.

5.	Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor M Rowse, seconded by Councillor A Gilbert and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 April 2024 be approved as a true record and was duly signed by the Chair.

6.	Declarations of Interest

None.

7.	Planning

Following consideration by the Councillors of the Planning Applications received from Cornwall Council, the following decisions were made:

PA24/02600 – Polurrian Cove, Laflouder Lane – Beach head access improvements

There were seven objections to this roposal online, including comments from the Coast Protection Authority, Cornwall Geoconservation Group and Cornwall National Landscape.

Councillors felt that the plans submitted to Cornwall Council were completely inadequate.  They have no drawings of what the structure would be made of, or look like.  It was stated that the proposal would impact negatively on the site (SSSI, AONB and Heritage Coast) and would detract from the appearance of the cliff and its critical geological feature.  The proposed plans are over engineered and insensitive to the natural landform and would undoubtedly cause a harmful intrusion to this natural coastal landscape.  

It was proposed by Councillor M Rowse, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Skeites and unanimously RESOLVED to object to this application.

PA24/02822 – Polurrian Hotel – Construction of hotel extension without compliance with condition 2 of decision PA23/03516

The Clerk advised Councillors of the changes to be made to the previously approved plans.  It was agreed that the alterations listed would be an improvement on the approved plans.

It was proposed by Councillor A Gilbert, seconded by Councillors Mrs L Skeites and RESOLVED to support the application.

PA24/03239 – Marietta, Meres Valley – Proposed extensions and alterations

The only comment online was in support of the application, but they raised concerns about the change in levels between properties.

It was proposed by Councillor M Rowse, seconded by Councillor A Gilbert and RESOLVED to support the application.





PA24/03181 – Pixie Cottage, Polhorman Lane – Proposed extensions and alterations

Concerns were raised over the substantial increase in square footage of this property.  It was felt that a smaller, affordable property was being made into a larger expensive property and therefore another potential home for a local family was being lost.

However, the proposals did not have a significantly bigger footprint and there wasn’t a planning policy to support the loss of a smaller home.

It was therefore proposed by Councillor M Rowse, seconded by the Chair and RESOLVED to support the application.  Two Councillors voted against the application.

The following decision was made by Cornwall Council:-

PA24/01970 – Tregwinian, Polurrian Cliffs – Application for Non-Material amendment to PA22/06352 for replacement dwelling and associated works – Approved

Application PA23/04747 – Land adjacent to the A3083 at Bochym – Construction of a single storey office building would be heard by the Planning Committee on Tuesday 28 March 2024.  Councillors Mrs C Rule agreed to attend the meeting virtually on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Clerk would register her with the Planning Officer.

8.	Report from Cornwall Councillor A Soady 

Cornwall Councillor Anthony Soady advised the meeting that Poldhu car park had now been resurfaced and the river had been dredged on the beach side of the bridge.

A surgery had been held locally on 10 May between him, Derek Thomas MP and PCSO Berry.

The Community Chest fund was now open for applications again.

9.	Chair and Clerks Comments 

The Chair thanked Councillors for re-electing her.

10.	Public Rights of Way

The first cut of the public rights of way had now been undertaken.

There was a pile of fly tipping at the garages at Colroger Close.  The Clerk would report it to Cornwall Council.

11.	Public Open Spaces 

The Mullion in Bloom payments were due for discussion at this meeting.  The Forge Car Park had now been cleared of weeds.  Councillors had not seen the accounts for Mullion in Bloom prior to the meeting.  It was therefore agreed to defer this item to the next meeting, once the accounts had been received.

Unfortunately, the levelling up funding for the new park equipment was no longer available.  The Chair was exploring alternative sources.  A quote was being worked up by a play equipment installer, and would be circulated once received.  It was suggested that the park came under the CIC so that funding from Goonhilly Windfarm could be sought, and the Clerk would look into it.

The RoSPA report had been undertaken and the two high risk items had been dealt with by Councillors G Atkinson and A Gilbert.  Two new toddler seats would be ordered.  The crash bar outside of the park was damaged and poising a risk to children.  The Clerk would report it to Cornwall Council.

Mullion Village Extravaganza, which was to be held in the park, asked if a dispensation could be granted to allow dogs in the park for the one day.  It was agreed that dogs would be allowed, on a short lead and with all mess and rubbish completely removed.  That would be the responsibility of the Extravaganza organisers. 

It was agreed that a new sign at the entrance to the park was required.  The Clerk would circulate an email for ideas.  Cornwall Councillor A Soady could be asked for funding.

Councillor A Gilbert felt that the disused post box outside of the Old Post Office was in need of painting.  It was suggested that it could be painted at the same time as the phone box, by the Old Cornwall Society.  The Clerk would make contact with them.

12. 	Highways 

The owners of Applewood, Lender Lane had been contacted to be asked to cut back the hedge on the road.

13.	Dispensation for voting of matters relating to the Playing Field as Trustees 

The Clerk advised the meeting that a Dispensation was required to allow the Parish Councillors to discuss and vote on matters relating to St Mellans Park as Trustees.  A Dispensation had been granted to the Parish Councillors previously, but a fresh agreement was required at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs C Rule, seconded by Councillor Mrs L Skeites and RESOLVED for the Council to award all Members a dispensation in respect of decisions relating to the St Mellans Park until the day of the Annual Meeting in May 2025.

14.	Insurance Policy 2024-25

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs C Rule, seconded by Councillor A Gilbert and RESOLVED to accept the insurance quotation from Clear Councils.  

15.	Representative to attend the Community Network Area meetings

It was agreed that Councillors J Birnie and Mrs C Rule would attend the meetings.  The Clerk would advise the CNA Manager to allow either Councillor to have the vote.



16.	To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for funding 

Mullion Heritage Centre had sent a letter requesting a donation.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs C Rule, seconded by Councillor A Gilbert and RESOLVED to donate £200 to the organisation.  

Mullion Extravaganza had also sent a letter requesting a donation.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs C Rule, second by Councillor M Rowse and RESOLVED to donate £200 to the organisation.

17.	Annual Accounts to Year End 31 March 2024
		
i)	To complete the Annual Governance Statement for the Year Ending 31 March 2024
	
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Skeites, seconded by Councillor G Atkinson and RESOLVED to complete the Annual Governance Statement.  The Chair signed the relevant section of the audit form.

ii)	To receive and approve the internally audited accounts for the Year Ending 31 March 2024

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Skeites, seconded by Councillor G Atkinson and RESOLVED to approve the audited accounts.  The Chair signed the relevant section of the audit form.

	iii)	Conflicts with BDO LLP

		It was confirmed that there were no conflicts with the external auditors.
		
iv)	To appoint an Internal Auditor for 2024-25

It was agreed to appoint Michelle Bowley as the Internal Auditor.

18.	Finance and Accounts

It was proposed by Councillor M Rowse, seconded by Mrs L Skeites and RESOLVED to confirm the accounts and to pay the invoices.  

19.	Other correspondence received

The Community Infrastructure Levy had been paid to the Parish Council and amounted to £1570.76.  this should be spent on the infrastructure of the village within the next five years.#

The public were excluded from the meeting.

20.	Planning Enforcement

None

The Clerk left the meeting.



21.	To discuss the Clerks Salary 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Skeites, seconded by Councillor G Atkinson and RESOLVED to increase the Clerks Salary to SCP27.

The Clerk rejoined the meeting.



The Chair closed the meeting at 8.30pm.


	

Signed: ……………………………………..		Dated: ……………………..
		Chair
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