


Mullion Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 January 2018 at 7.00pm at The Centenary Room, Methodist Chapel, Churchtown, Mullion

Councillors Present
			
					
I Harvey (Vice Chairman)			Mrs L Skeites
J Lang (Chairman)				P Wilkins
M Rowse					R Willey	
Mrs C Rule					
					
Clerk – Mrs S Folds	


Eleven members of the public were present.

The Chairman opened the meeting, welcomed everyone and advised of the fire procedures.  

Prior to Agenda items, the presentation of the “Ron Curnow Outstanding Contribution to Mullion Award” was made to Mr Tom Symons.  Last year’s recipient, Dr Geoffrey Wood passed over the shield and the Chairman thanked Mr Symons for playing such a big part in so many areas of the Parish, including being a founder member of the Heritage Association, Chairman of Mullion Old Cornwall Society and organiser of the Christmas Lights Committee for many years.  In his quiet and unobtrusive way, Mr Symons was always eager to help and support the community and the Parish Council was delighted to present the Annual Award to him.  Mr Symons also received a Cornish lapel pin and a certificate while Press photographers recorded the event.  Mr Symons thanked everyone for the privilege of being Awarded although he felt that it was always a Team effort, he just happened to be at the front, cracking the whip!

Ten members of the public then left the meeting.

The Chairman then read a letter from Councillor D German, received by the Clerk on 2 January 2018, tendering his resignation due to ill health. The Chairman had contacted Councillor German, thanking him for his service to the Parish Council.

1. Public Session

None.

2.	Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs H Angel, due to a sprained ankle.  She had also given her apologies until the end of April due to an extended holiday abroad.

3.	Minutes

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs C Rule, seconded by Councillor I Harvey and RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19 December 2017 be approved as a true record and be duly signed by the Chairman.

4.	Declarations of Interest

None.

5.	Planning
 
No Planning Applications had been received from Cornwall Council

The Clerk advised the meeting that the Planning Officer for PA17/06917 - Change of use from shop to holiday let, Artisan, Elm Terrace, Mullion, had contacted her with a view to approve the planning application following the Parish Council’s objections.  The Parish Council felt that they would have to agree to disagree, and it was proposed by Councillor P Wilkins, seconded by Councillor R Willey and RESOLVED to reiterate our initial concerns but to agree to disagree.

The Chairman read the following planning decision to the meeting:-

PA17/10588 – R Fraser – Mulberry Cottage, Laflouder Lane – Ash (T4) coppice down to 1m of ground and works to sycamore trees – Approved

The Clerk advised the meeting that a robust response had been sent to the Planning Inspector for the appeal which had been lodged by Mr & Mrs Stephens for a replacement dwelling at Mill Wheel Caravan Park, Mullion Cove.  

Concern was raised over the lack of parking provision being provided for additional housing in the centre of the village, particularly around Alma House/The British Legion.  The Parish Council had raised these issues when the planning applications came before us, and now the concerns had become reality.  Councillor Mrs C Rule suggested that the Cornwall Council Parking Enforcement Officer could be paid to visit the Village on a more regular basis to ensure people were parking legally.  She was asked to find out the costs involved.

6.	Report from Cornwall County Councillor Mrs C Rule 

Cornwall Councillor Mrs C Rule advised the meeting that she still had funds available from her Community Chest and invited application from groups.  The Clerk asked if funding could be given to the Community Interest Company for help towards the septic tank and soak away refurbishment at Poldhu toilets.  Councillor Mrs C Rule would investigate.

Since the last meeting and the discussion regarding the Boundary Review for Cornwall, two new proposals had been drawn up by Cornwall Council.

CNA3-1 – Porthleven, Gunwalloe, Cury and Mullion
CNA3-2 – Mullion, Landewednack, Grade Ruan and St Keverne

It was proposed by Councillor R Willey, seconded by Councillor P Wilkins and RESOLVED to support CNA3-2 but with the inclusion of Cury due to its close ties with Mullion.

Cornwall Council was in the process of setting the budget for 2018/19.  Although the Council was capped at a 1.99% increase, Central Government was allowing Cornwall to increase that amount by 2% for adult and social care, plus an additional 1% due to significant budget cuts from Central Government.  Cornwall Council was intending to increase the Council Tax by 4.99% which would see an additional £84 added to a Band D property (£17 of which related to the extra 1%).

The next Community Network Panel meeting would be held at Cury Village Hall on Wednesday 7 February 2018 at 6pm.  The Police would be present as well as Health representatives.  It had been suggested that the CNP meetings were held bi-monthly instead of quarterly and that they would each have a theme.  It was suggested that the Boundary Review be discussed at the next meeting.

The BBC had apologised to Cornwall Council for giving factually incorrect statements regarding Cormac on a lunchtime show.

7.	Chairman and Clerks Comments 

During the last storm, a member of the public was washed into Mullion Harbour while walking his dog along the harbour walls.  Although there were small notices advising people to stay clear of the harbour during stormy weather, it was suggested that there should be a more robust procedure at the Harbour.  Following an inspection at Mullion Cove, Councillor I Harvey had checked that the emergency phone was working and suggested that the phone should be moved to a safer location as it was situated part way down the harbour wall.  It was also not well highlighted.  The Clerk was asked to contact the National Trust and request to a copy of their emergency procedures and to ask who the Harbour Master was.  It was also suggested that when a storm warning was issued, additional signage or a warning flag should be erected, or a delegate from the National Trust should be present to stop people accessing the harbour walls.

NHS England were currently running an consultation with regard to certain cancer care services, part of which contained the suggestion of moving certain treatments for rare cancer out of Treliske.  There was an online survey which individuals were urged to complete and the Clerk was asked to write to the MP, Derek Thomas, Cornwall Councillor Armand Toms (Cabinet Member}  and Jeremy Hunt, the Health Secretary,  stating our concerns over the proposals.

Vandalism within the Parish had escalated over recent weeks culminating in the setting alight of the wheelie bin at the junior school.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Head Teacher at Mullion School suggesting that a school assembly be held with representatives from the Fire and Police services present to highlight the danger posed to the Parish when emergency services were taking out of use to attend to mindless vandalism.

Latest news from the Post Office suggested that the new Co-op would be up and running by June 2018.

8.	Public Rights of Way

Councillor R Willey stated that we were having a very wet winter and that all of the paths were incredibly muddy because of the rainfall.

9.	Public Open Spaces 

The Park was inspected that day and found to be in good order.  Councillor I Harvey had provided the Clerk with a completed Inspection sheet.

Mullion Garden had been subjected to some of the aforementioned vandalism by youths in the village.  Graffiti had been sprayed and the metal bars at the Lender Lane access had been bent.

10. 	Highways 

Three potholes were reported – one on the junction of Polurrian Road and Nansmellyon Road, one on the Commons access to Redannack and the other on Laflouder Fields.

11.	Parish Council Vacancies

The Clerk explained that there were currently two vacancies which were being advertised by Cornwall Council to the public.  If ten or more electors request an Election, Cornwall Council would advertise the vacancies which will then be filled by public vote.  If fewer than ten electors request an Election, the Parish Council can fill the vacancies by Co-option which will require a written letter to the Parish Council and attendance by the applicant at the Parish Council meeting at which the decision will be made.
 
At the moment, no action needed to be taken by applicants.  Once the closing date for the request for Election had passed (22nd January) either Cornwall Council or the Clerk will advertise the vacancies and at that point the notice will advise applicants of the process to apply.

12.	To receive any LGA 1972 Section 137 Requests for funding

None.

13.	Finance and Accounts

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs C Rule, seconded by Councillor I Harvey and RESOLVED to confirm the accounts and to pay the invoices.

14.	Other correspondence received

None.



The Chairman closed the meeting at 7:53pm.





Signed: ……………………………………..		Dated: ……………………..
		Chairman
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